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undertaking under existing military situation, I believe
he underestimates the support which the whole Fleet can :
give in a general attack under the present conditions and
before the enemy's artillery can be reinforced. If, however,
his views are accepted, I am of opinion that evacuation of Helhs
should take place at once. To renew the attack after enemy has
had free access to arsenals of Germany for some time would, I
fear> be attempting the almost impossible.

General Monro has always showed me every consideration
and we work together with greatest amity. I regret
exceedingly that my views should diffet from his, but I
should be lacking in duty were I not to place them fully
before you."

This was Admiral Wemyss' last broadside, and Godfrey and
I hoped that it would have the effect of bringing home to the
Government the folly of further procrastination and result in
the evacuation of Helles, since it was evident that nothing
would induce General Monro to co-operate with us in our
effort to force the Straits.

This telegram brought a prompt reply (471) from Mr. Balfour:

ce zyth December, 1915.

Your views as to importance of capture of Add Baba
seem to me perfectly sound and were, I thought, held by
all authorities, military and naval. What is in doubt is
not whether it is worth capturing, but whether Achi Baba
can be captured. This is a military and not a naval problem,
and the soldiers seem now to have arrived unanimously to
the conclusion that the position cannot be taken by direct
attack."

Nevertheless our plan was put forward after consultation with
General Davies and his Chief of Staff (Brigadier-General Street),
who were prepared to carry it out if sanctioned.

On receipt of Admiral Wemyss' telegram and memorandum,
General Monro wrote an apology which ended the matter:

" 18th December, 1915.

I regret having given you the impression that I considered
the possibility of the retention of Helles solely a military